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rieful, dangerous, reprobate and diviliſh ; cogether with Rei. | 
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THE PREFACE. 
y—_ So Hough the generality of the Jews wete rather hardned than bet= 
NE tered, by all our Saviours Preaching and Miracles; Though 
<= Ne many with us by over much faſting, have [ft their tomachs, 
| Ty py and others been too leng ſick of fin © be recove red : Though 
vo=9 many, with the Spider, will deco what here into poy ſon : 
wpithRanding , many by loſs of Conſcience » are Lecome Atheiſtss 
Ins by loſs of Reaſon, Beaſts that not a few are ſs blockefied by 
cuſtom of ſin and wicked company, that they deſpiſe all mean, of be- 
ag better 3 will mock their qdmoniſhcr, end hate all that walk nut aſter 
rule ; yea, they will makeit a hainous crime and ji,.9ne, if others are as 
Wrious ts ſave ſouls, as they are to damn them. 
Nevertheleſs, ſuch as are not yat infeted by lewd ones, that ſc.rn not 
ker, nor haze the light ; ſuch as would not fear their trumps, and be 
Wiſe tor their frand, arc inzreared to accept of this Book, thus giveny 
tin thankfulneſs fur the great SOOQ he once receiyed by means of a |1t- 
200g counſel, as thinking he can never be thankful ering for {ucb an 
arable mercy : And probably, that medicine which hath proved (g 
wft/ for the curing of one Pat1CNt, if it be communicated 10 t10ulandsy 
work the ſame cf}eF upon not a ſew ; yea, if a word or two jeaſonably ſpo= 
fleered bim quite into another courſe, why may not 4 more ſerious and pre- 


ated Advertiſement (God blefing the ſame) prove the ſaving of thy 


nd lj:rle doſt thos know, how thy hzart upen heartng it may be changed, 
& thine intention : Whether with thoſe Gentiles, Rom. 10 . a0. iis 
Wf not rece;ve more good thereby than thou deferett : Or whether Chrut 

me unto thee. uncalled, as he did to Zacheys, Luke 19.5. 
A Neuhesy 


2 | The Wiſdom of the Fleſh, how 

Neither think i: flrange,that it ſhould be thus brought unto thee unexpes; 
a: that Cake and Cruſe of warer was to Elijah,1 Kings 19.6. 7t ſuffices 
#hat all heavenly hearts are charitable : Nor i he of *be Communi 
on of Saints, thgt deſires not the bleſſedneſi of others ; ov any whit thank 
ful for his own ſalvation, that _ not with charity and pity npm 
groſs miſopinions and miſpriſtons of his brgghren. 

Be/ides, it were very diſhonorableto Chriſt, when we are got out of $; 
tans clurcher,nos to do our beſt to draw athers after us ; as did Andrew, ol 
1.41. and Philip, Verſ.45. and cbe woman of Samaria, Joh. 4.18. 
41. «nd Peter, Luke 22.zn. Acts 2.41, &-4-4. Did you ever know, th 
wicked men, Thieves, Drunkards, Adulterers, Falſe Prophets, 
zhe like, would be damned alone? No, they miſlead all they can, as defiring 
bave companions. Tea, the Phariſees would take great pains, compa 
Sea and Land,to make others twofold more the children of H 
than themſelves, « our Saviour expreſly witneſſeth, Mar.23.1 
nd what a ſhane were i1, that they ſhould labor more for that which will b 
inhance their damnation, than we for that which will addeto t 
_ of oureternal glory and ſalyation, And ſo much by way 

YE/ACE, 
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A Proud and Critical Gallen: (whoſe manner it was to uſurp: 
| the diſcourſe at Table) obſerving one to be more ſilentth 

the reſt, demands of him ina jeering way, What he thought tot 
the f#rangeſt and forliſbeſt thing in the world ? who anſwered to t 
Askers ſhame, There is not ro be found inthe whole Y niverſe, at 
thing ſo ſtrange and fooliſh,as an [mpenitent ſinzer,or an unbelieve 
of whoſe number 1 fear your Worthip is one; for you, | preſum 
hope to go to Heaven, and be ſavedby Chriſt ; but ſhould yout 
askeda reaſon of thathope, you can no more rell it, than tl 
wind can tell which laſt blew off my hat: And then he fo prove 
what he had aſſerted, that this Narciſſus, or Menicrares, became 
meek by hearing the ſame,as before he had been lofty:for whe 
as before he thoughthimſelt as wiſe as Solomon, he now founda 
confelt himſelf no better than « Beaſt in his knowledge of any thin 
that concerned the good of his ſoul; as 1eniah affirms of eve 
natural man, 7er10.14. And thereupon reſolves with San! aft 
he had heard that V vice from Heaven, ACtS9.. tO forſake the bro! 
way, and to become a5 Faithful a friend co Religion, as he þ 
formerly beena bitter enemy. 

And well might it work this happy effe& in him, as you v 
confeſs when you have heard the whole related ; yea, if 1t wo 
Dot the like change in you who ſhall read or hear the ſame, P! 
bavly no other ordinary means will. Burbefore I comero! 


y ou that, hear (as by way of preparative) how ſome would 
| prev 


| Fooliſh, deceirful, dangerous, &e; 3 
vailed withal to believe, elthough an Angel fbould be ſent unto them 
the dead(as Abraham told Dives, Luke 16, 31.)And yetw ith what 

zalland weak means ſome others have been converted ; aswere 
ofine the Philoſopher, Cyprian the Necromancer, S, Auſtin, Fulgentius, 

anciſcoy Iunins, Melanfhon, Adrianus, Latimer, and many others. 

We read of two famous Serumpets, that were ſuddenly conyerted 
jith this onely Argument ; that God ſceth all things, even in the 

xk, when the doorsare ſhut, and the curtains drawn; yea a 
hought onely hath ſometimes ſerved the turn, Nor needsthere 
py more to a clarified underſtanding, than the bare thoughe of 
d; Omnipreſence,Omniſciency, Or Omnipotency ; as being preſent every 
there, knowing every thought and intent of the heart, and being 
migh ty to puniſh or reward evil end good. 

Whence, Melanfhon having found the 7x4 moſt ealily to pre- 
ul with him (as wax ſooner yields to the ſee, than fee! to the 
imp) doubted not buthis preaching ſhould do wonders upon 
wthers : But having tried, he found and confeſt, that o!d Alam 
as to0 ſtrong for young Melantthnn. 

' Nor is the converſion of a ſinner, Regeneration, or the New birth, 

beaſie a matter as men may imagine: Yea,the converſion of a ſinner 

;held by the Learned a greater Miracle than was the Creation of che 

Fald ; and their Reaſon js weighty : For,in making ſuch an one 

New Creatures ſay they, muſt be a numberof Miracles, A blind 
pnrefored to his ſight, a deaf man to hearing, a manpoſſeſ with many 
Devils, diſpoſſeſt 3 YEaz one dead in fin, and buried in the Grave of 
bng cuſtom; with a G-ave-ſftone laid upon him, raifed from the dead 3 

fin every one a ſtone turned into fleſh. In all which, God 
= with nothing but oppoſicion, which in the Creation he met not 
ith, 

"The caſe isthis, though the weakeſt means ſhall ſerve the turn, 
there God intends ſucceſs; yet when he withholds his con- 
tmned grace, Paul himſelfſhall not be able ro move a ſoul, Be- 
des, AS all bodies are not equally apt to be wrought upon, by the 
lme medicine ; ſo are notall ſouls by the ſame means of grace. One 
mains obFtinate and refraffory, whiles others are pliable. 

The ſame report, wherewith the ſpirit of Kahab melterh, hardens 
he King of Jericho, ] oſh. 2. Sergius Paulus was converted, Elymas obdu- 
ited, at the ſame Sermon, A: 13. that one hard ſaying of our 
&wiour, John 6. like a file, ſharpnedeleven of his Apoſiles; while it 
Þ blunted the reſt of his Diſciples, that many of them murmured, and 
fm thas time went back , and walked xo more with him», Verſe 66, ec. 
Rents and flones lie under the ſame beams of the Sun, and are wet with 
the ſame moifture of the clouds, yet the plants ſpring and grow, when 
ltere is no alteration of the ſtones. An Ethiopian enters black into 


& 8aih,jand cometh 6lack out again. | 
| | AZ The 
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The Holy Ghoft witneſſeth, that though the generality of 1 
Jews wzre rather hardned than bettered, by all our Seviours preachj 
pnd mraces; yet Peter Converted three thouſand at one Sermon, an 
five thouſand at another. 1#nas his ſhort Sermon of but ſeven word, 
Tet forty days and Ninevy ſbalbe deFirs;ed, Jonah 3. proved the con 
ve:hon of ſixſcore thow/and Ninevites : Whereas the graves opening, t 
82" #iſing, the Temple renting, the light of the Sun failing, #1e Centurian 
feſting CC would do no good upon the Scribes and Phayiſees : Ye; 
let the Sodowitec he ſtrucken bind, for conteſting with Zoe and hi 
$9 Angels.yertthey will not ceaſe ſeeking his door zo break it open, per 
fiſt they wi'L, until they feel fire and brsſione about their ears, Ge 
19 On'y God w'il give ſucceſs to whom, when,and as he pleaſet 
Cods how/eras the: ſtreers of Jericho, may be thronged, and yetb 
one Zzh:us gained to the faith; Whereas Hillary found no ſever 
zen Believerg, and left nor ſo many Y nbelievers1n the whole City, 
Indeed, if G-4bnt ſpeaks the word,no means can be too weak 
as when he creazed the TYorld, he but ſaid, Let th:rehelight, and there w 
tighe And when he ſaid tg our firft Parents, Bring forth fruit, the 
Aid ſo,Gen«1.& 2.59 if he but ſays, Let this or that ſou! be enligh 
2<d to ſee his miſerable and wretched condition, hy reaſon 
Þis ori2ine! and afua! defilement, and the puniſhment due to bot 
Let him have power and will ts repent and believe ſavingly, itis 
ſooner ſaid, than it is accompliſh'd: Otherwiſe he remains blin 
po all dangers. deaf 29 4ll good in/iruftions, And ſo] come to acquain 
you, how this þent Gueſt proved his affection, in (hewing, h« 
2nvincib'y !gnorant every Natur man is, jn things that are ſupe 
yz; ural or that make for the good bf his precious and jmmort; 
ſou!,and all ſavin? knowledge : and how fnnlifhydeceitful, daugerou 
reprovattand dewillijh, carnal reaſon, Qr the ni;dem of the fleſh ws, thoup 
3t be fuflicien:ly diſcovered, 2 Cor g.14,13,16417,18. Revel, 3.1 
17im. 6.445. Battake itin his own words. 
I; there any thing » ſays hex, more ſtypid, ſottiſh or rid 
euloutthan for men rothink themſcelycs as wiſe as the beft, whe 
It way truly b2 faid of every natural man, touching true wiſdo 
as the Lord ſpraks of the OFrich, Job.39. namely ,that he # depriv 
of wiſdom. n-1uher bath he any underFtanding imparted wnto bm Ve:l.1 
Are not they ftupified fors © Who with the Churh of LaodiceasRev.3 
punk themſ lues rich, an 46 7,4 nothing, when yet they are wretched, a 
miſerably, guns porr,and blina, and n2'.ed of all ſþ ritual endowments, VEl1! 
37Tim.6 a. Are notihey ca'elcſ-, miniileſs and regarded: foo't 
thaitare the greateſt itrangers to theniſcives, quick fiuhzed toothe 
favlis, blina to thiurnmmny Are AOL th > 4 drunken ſots; francick fool 
Or. (avage bealts? whotelieve Saian, that promiſeth proſperityt 
Gnyyca,lf. a3; fi vation (as the Kh tn the Pon wo 
and notblugye God, Who thy ctens Hd and damnation, 10 Calc - 
re? 


Pooljſo, deceirſul, dengerour, &e. - " AI 
vent not, and forſake their fins? When Satan is known to be 
je Father of alt ties, cheating and cruelty, and Gedto be truth it . 
if, that cannot lye: Or thoſe who will receive what ever is of- - 
r:dthem? be it bribe, or any other finful bait,nor once think- 
gibis is forbidden fruit, and thou jhalt dye the death? Who think; the 
owed enemy of their ſouls and all mankinde, can offer them e 
without « hozk? Who ſtand morein awe of the Temporal Magi- 
ate, that can enely khillthe body ; than they do of their 2aker: who can 
th one word of his month, ca## both body and ſou! into hel? And 
deed, 1f viſible pewers were not more feared than the inviſible 
d; and the baultey, more than Hell (Natural men being like breFte, 
it more fear the fleſhof powder than the bullet) the World would 

overrun with outrage, Again, Are not they brainleſs beaſts, 
utiſh Senſualiſts, yea, frantick fools, fitter for Zedlam, than to 
admitted into Chriſtian Society, or the Communien of Saints? who 
ſemble tudes, that preferred Thirty pieces of filvey, before him 
hat was Lord of #« whole world, and ranſom of all mankind? In that 
ey ſtand more upon their f/ver, or ſides ſmerting, than upon the 
of their precious and immortal ſows ; prefer time, yea, a mo. 
ent of time, before Etermty ; their bodies, $6 their ſouls ; Yeas 


heir outwardeſtare, yeaa little baſe pelf,or ſome paultry pleaſure, 
fore eirher foul or body;& who will tremble more at the thought 


f a Bailiff, Or A Priſon, than of Satan or Hell, and everleſiing per- 
im, Again, Are not they lenſleſs and odious Savages, worſe than 
Twke, thar ſell Chriftians ; Or Canibals, that ear men ; (for theſe are 
jotcruel to themſelves) who can find in their hearts to damn their 
wn /ow/s. and go to Hel!, that they may raiſe their he and leave 
their Eeivs a great eftare, Whereof take a fad inſtance of a richOp- 
reſſor, nor far from theplace where 1 once lived, who having 
fraped up a great eftate for his only ſon; when he came to dye, 
hecalls hisſon to him , and ſaid, Son, do you indeed love me ? 
cSon anſwered, That nature, beſides his paternal indulgence, 
bliged him tothat. Then ſaid the Father, Expreſs it by chis, 
bold thy finger in the candle as long as I am ſaying the Lords pray. 
1: The Sun attempted the ſame, but could nor endure it, Upon 
h tthe Father brake forth into theſe doteful expretſions, Thou 
unſt nor ſuffer the burning of thy finger for me, but to ger this 
realth, Thave more than hazarded my ſou] for thee, and muſt 
un both body and ſoul in #ell fire for thy ſake: Thy pains would 
hve been but for a moment, but mine will beeverlaſting and 
nquenchable tire. And yer it ishard to determine, whether the 
Fuuptuous Prodigal,Or the Covetrus Cormorars 15 the greater fool : He 
that with d Wantone)e, 1 liquorifh longne, and a gameſome hang, indiſ- 
reetly ravels out h's Anceſtor: fair poſſeſions, It may be an hundred 


J'inds per annum Inthree years, and then leads the reft of his days 
aN 


G6 The Wiſlom of the Fleſo, how 


in priſon, thereto repent ar leiſure, having for his attendene,, [ 
yow, grief, derifion, beggery and contempt in the firſt place, and aft 
that his portion with Dives in the burning Lake. Orhe who 
getan hundred pounds per 4nwm, and onely poſſeſs, not uſe theſan 
after he hath gor it,;perhaps three years, is conrent to be weei 
and wailing, ans gnafhing of teeth 1n the Priſon of Hell for evermore, F 
wichoutqueſtion theſe two are brth fools alike, yea, none fitter | 
be begged for fools. Again, are notthey ſtupendiouſly blockefied, w 
all cheic life Jong do what God forbids, and yer confidently hope 
eſcape what he threatens ? who expe& that Heaven will meet the 
at their laſt hour, when all their life long they have galloped 
the beaten road towards Hell: to have Chrif# their Redeemer and x; 
wncatcy When their conſciences tell them, that they ſeldom remen 
ber him, but to b/aſphemehim, and more often name him in the 
Oathes and Curſer,than in their Prezers, who will ſay they love@ 
and Chrif, and yet hateall that any way reſemble him: Are x1; 
unts Gol, Wax to Satan ; have their exrs always open to the Temprer, (þ 
to their Maker and Redeemer ; yea, when they take up Arms again 
Chriſt, and are mackers of all that ſerve him in ſincerity and truth *? 
what more common than for « Chriftien in neme, #6 ſcoff at a Crhiſti 
indeed, and to rraduce thoſe whom they cannat ſeduce. Yea,;they will h; 
zard the damning of their own ſouls, rather than not fling F- daggerats 
«pplerf Godseye;Zach.2.8.Deut-32.10. Again are not they Atheif 
cal fools? Who read Luke 1 3. 24. That many ſball ſeek to enter into 1 
Kinzdom of Heaven,and yet ſhall not be able, becauſe they didnotſtri 
zo cnier in at the Firait gate ; yet they doubt not of their entring 
though they do not ſo much as ſeek; And 1 Per. 4.18. That the rig 
ze: (hall ſcarcely be ſaved, yetevery Scoffer, Drunken Beaſt and Blaſp 
mer, 1S confident that he ſhall beſaved: And1 John 5.19. Thai th 
whole world lieh in wicthedneſs? And Rev. 20. 8. That the number of tho 
whom Satan ſhall deceive, are as the ſand of the Sea, Revel. 1 3, 15,161 
Iſa.i0.22.Rom.9-27. yet the moſt wicked of them, think the 
ſelves none of the number, nor any way concerned in the mat 
ter: And Mar.12.36. That we muſt give anaccount at the day of judy 
ment, for every ide word we ſpeak ; yet they look to gL1Ve no ACcou 
tor their drinking, ſwaring, ſcoffing, whoring, cheating, ſeducing » Sab 
ba:h breaking.and many the like enormities. Are not theſeſenſle 
and ſtallowpared fools ? and what arethey better, I beſeechyo 
who count them all Kundbeads and Phanaticke, that have more | 
ligion than an Heathen; or knowledge of heavenly things, than 
Chiidein the womb hath of the things of this life ; or conſcience 
than an Atheiſt: or care of his ſoul, than a Reaſt ; and are mocket 
of all that march not undecthepay of the Devil. Or they who ne 
onely ſpend their whole time and Patirimonies 1n 7198, and upon Dic 


Drabi:, Drunkenneſi; but think every one exorbitant, that walks nit a 
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7 
rule: That will not onely eacthe forbidden fruit,at the price of death 
mal, but account them fools that do otherwiſe ; who think Religion diſ- 
ngementy and their fins @ glory: for they glory in their fins; and 
: aſhamed to appear good. Are not they hair brain'd, 
antick, outragious, deſperate, and Diabolical fools, who being ne- 

ſo little diſp/eaſed with others, will fly in their Makers face, and re 
ir Sauviours name in pieces with Oathes and Execrations as being 
re than any mad Dog , that flies in his Maſters face thas keeps 
Who (as if Satan alone could expel Satan) uſe to mitigate the 
woof Eonſcience, by going to the Tavern or Alehuuſe, to drink care 
f r7ow away: Or perhaps to the Brothel-houſe, ſo adding fin to 
nb; 166 +, ortan remedies, to ſeek remedy of the Devil? For ſurely 
ywhich {trive to cure their preſent miſery, with preſent mirth, have not 
teir miſery taken away, but changed, and of Temporal made Eter- 
Luke 26.25, Yea, Ill appeal to themſelves, Whether this be 
y other toward the ſtilling of their Conſciences, than as « ſaddle 
gold ro a gall'd horſe, Or a draught of poyſon ro quench a mans thirFt. 
Then are not they fools in folio, who will put ſo weighty a bu- 
teſs, as their Salvation or Danmation upon @ hazard ; as counting it 
indifferentthing, whether at the laſt and great day of Judge- 
tent, they ſhall be bid, Depart ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 
the Devil and his Angels: Orhear it ſaid, Come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
and inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, &-c. Mat. 25. 34-20 46, Then 
hat are they, that like ſo many blinde men, run headlong to hell, and 
et think chemſelves in the way 20 Heaven? Who will boaſt of « Frrong 
th, and yet fall ſhort of the very Devils in believing ; for they believe 
bethreats of Gods Word, and general judgement Day, and there- 
on tremble, James 2.19- | 
Who thinkehey d> God good ſervice , 3n perſecuting of his ſervants, Joh. 
1, whereof take a remarkable inftance, which isno leſs com- 
n than it is wicked and witleſs : We read udyes 15. that Ged in 
teat love ſent Sampſon todeliver the men of 1udah, from the NMaviſh 
iraldom of their enemies ; but they in requital, bind him (im 
homalttheir hope of delivegance lay) and deliver him up to 
boſe enemies that kept them under, tothe endthey might ſlay 
, and ſtill make ſlaves of them, A gain, after this, God ſent unto their 
ucceſlors the 1ews, his onely Son, tothe end he might heal their di- 
kuſes, feed their bodies, inlighten their mindes, and ſave their ſouls: And 
ley in requital of all, hare, revile, ſcourge and crucifie bim ; though in 
tiling him they did their utmoſt, to fpis or ſink che onely ſhip thas 
ld ſave them. Now What think you of theſe blockith zews, were 
icy more wicked or wit!cſ5, or ingratefu!? I know you will ſay they 
Wereall : It ſo, why are you ſuch ſots and (hallow-brains? For jtis 
wt your caſe laid down in the perſon of another; as the diſguiſed 
Irphes dealt with bad, i Kings 20. Or as Chriſt dealt with the 
PrieFts, 
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Priefir, Scribes and Zlders, Luke 20. As thus, God out of his infini 
lov2,hath ſent his Miniftersto be your deliverers fromthe grievo 
flavery and thraldom you are in, under Sin, Sa:#n and Hell, þ 
you are ſcorners of your Teachers and Inſtructors, and more of the 
godly infiruftion, What ciſe makes you pick ſo many holes in thei 
coats, find ſo many faults with them, raiſe ſo many objeRion 
if not lyesagainſt chew ? thatno __ chey either do ordelive 
can pleaſe you. Why are you fo ſpightful in ſpitting out you 
ſpleen againſt them ? why do you llight their perſons, an41 detaj 
from them their dues? Or if you do for your peace and credit 
ſakepart with ſome poor matter, you think any thing too muc 
for your Miniſter: And what you part with s drawn from you, as 
much blood from the heart : And then alſo, youwill baſely aſperſe hi 
yea, many there be, that will pretend Conſcience (forſooth)that the 
may rob their Miniſter,and alledge,he had not their voice or co 
ſent when choſen, or they hear him not, or they like nor hi 
preaching, that he hath taken degrees. 1s ordained, he isa Blac 
coat, or rather, he is a conſcientious Paſtor,or « Shepherd of Chri 

ſending, and no: an intruder : Then how baſely will you calumniat 
him, that but takes his dues, eſpecially of a poor body ; Min 
Fterty more than all the world beſides, mu#t take a tefter for a ſhilling: An 
not he alone ſhall ſuffer; But all theſe Church-men (ſay you) ar 
ſo coyctous:that they never think they have enough.Again,yo 
enmity to the Miniſtry appears plainly in this, you envy not the pr 
digious wealth of Merchants, of Lawyers of any? Butiſ you hear of 
Miniſter that hath a twentieth part of their means, your hearts and ſpleens ri 
at it, 

And yet what can you alledge for your ſelves, or againſt you 
Paftors! Are they any other to you than thoſe Meſſengers were ro Lo 
that czme to fetch him aut of Sodom that he mij ght not fee! the fire and bri 
fone which followed, Gen. 19. Or than the LFnge! was to Peter, thi 
opened the iron gater, noſed his bands, brought him out of priſon, and delive 
ed him from the thraldom of his enemies, A&ts 12. They beg and dig; the 
Gig and beg, as that good Yine-dreſſer did, whoſe maztock hopt off the mi 
Feerr, AX, Luke 13.8.9. They bring you the glad t1dings of Salv 
tion,would furniſh and endow you with the ſpiritual, invaluabl 
and laſting riches of Grace and Glory : They beat their brains, the 
ſpend their Piries, por out their prayers, plot and comtrive all they can 10 [4 
your precious ſouls (were you willing to be ſaved:) They are co 
tent to waſte themſelves (liks a Candle) that they may give 14 ht unto 
bring others v0 Heaven, 1 Cor. 9.19, 2 Cor. 12.15. And do youll 
fteed of honoring, reſpefting and rewarding them, hate, eraduce andpe 
ſecure them. I would wiſh you to look to it; for if I havea 
$kil in Scripture, there is not a fin inthe Nation, that ſo binders? 


bleflirg1,0r pulls duwn the curſes and judgements of God upon 4, as - 
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fn ; andyet it.isnot more provoking, than it is a common 
: But it 18a true obſervation, Sacriledge is the greateſt Theft, 
of it men make the leaſt Conſcience. And "699, 1965 2am, love 
cif is beſt known by our reſpe& to, and uſage of his Meſ- 
jw: nevertheleſs, I foreſce from former experience, that God 
fnork « Miracle to perſwade you, not to carry an aking tooth againſs 
ally and conſciencious Minifter: For the Minifer: are to the 
bs ſeed, as Sheep- keepers were to the Egypiiens, a very abomi- 
on ro them, Gen.46.34. yea I amable to Divine (though 1 
no ntiverra) that not a few will fling away this &ock, and 
{great fault with the A#tbor (though no Miniſter) ſo ſoon 
ey meet withthis ſo neceſſary and conſiderable a truth. And 
leed, nothing more uſual, than for men to pick fraws 80 pres 068 
jown eyes withal, Butgo we on. Are not thoſe men brainleſs 
aſts and fools, who will ſay, they defie the Devil and all bi works, 
lyetat the ſame time are ſlaves t9 be Devil, and do his will in evcry 
? AS what ſays the Apoſile ? They art kept by che Devil ina ſnare, 
uken captive of him at his will : he ruleth and worketh his pleaſure in 
as being their God and Father,and Prince and Maſter,2.Tim.2.26, 
18.44. & 14. 30. 2 Cor.q444. So Ihayve given you his whole 
lyer, | 
Now tell me, you that have read or heard theſe ridiculousand 
inleſs abſurdities, what you think of theſe men, that take 
uſelves for rational Creatures, andare ſo taken to be by all 
ir fellow Senſualifts (Who are every one guilty more or leſs of 
ame abſurdities; for it is the caſe of almoſt who not) are 
ynotall pitifully deprived of their reaſon and underſtanding, 
ching Eternity and the goodof their ſouls? Could they ever 
think, ſpeak or do, 8 they were not either miſchievous 
ls, or frenzy men? Yea, if theſe perticious fools were not 
kk ified into a reprobate judgement, could they thus think and 
blve, 1f ſo confeſs, that Natural end unregenerate men, wwilful and 
itent ſinners, are the mo# fooliſh, ſhallow-brained and degenerate crea> 
«live. Nor can you,or the cunningeſt pate in the Vaton pro- 
cethe like Prodigie; as will more manifcltly appear , when E 
egiven yOU the Natural mans Charader ; as] findcitpourtray'& 
he Scrijture, Gods Diftionary, But firſt let me adde weight ro 
at is paſt, that theſe fools may, if it be potble, be ot, our 
love with their preſent condition. | | 
God hath promiſed to beſlow all bleſilings upon thoſe that ſerve antl obey 
» both Temporal (ſo far as would make for their good) Spiritu- 
leternal ; That they ſhall fare well 1n their bodies, names, eſtates, 
dow ſouls and poſterities : And that they ſhall want riothing thar is 
od for them , Prev.28.27, as both thie Old and N ew Teſlament fully 
laros ; {64 DenryzB8.P [aim 84.11. & 37.440 746 34-bz10.M41.6.33, 
I'L Gediineff 
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Godlinefs hath the promiſes, not onelyof this life, but of the life 19 eg 
1T1m.4 .$. the quinteſcence whereof conſiſts, 1n freedom from 
evil,'annd fruition of all good, which # the purchaſe of Chriſt for his folls : 
Again, on the contrary ,he hath threaznea, that the unbeliever and 
obedient,ſball be curſedin every thing he has or does,or that befals him, Cur 
3n this life,and curſed in th* life to come; for which read Deut.28.Gedh 
ſet befere us life and death, Heaven and Hcll, as areward of good andey 
and left us,as it were to our choice, whether we will be complex 
ly and everlaſtingly happy or miſerable.Yer moſt men willchoo 
Tather to be curſed and miſerable here, and go to Fell hereafter, the 
to fry eyerlaſtingly in a Furnace of fire and brimſtone, wen 
zheir lufis, than by forſaking their fins, to ſerve Chriſt, as he hath con 
manded them in his Goſpel, to inherit a CeleFtial and Eternal Kin 
dom, and weight of ſuperabundant Glory in Heaven , where are ſuch ji 
as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear herrd, nor can ever enter into the hears of man 
conceive, 1 Cor.2. 9, Why elſe do ninety nine parts of all the me 
In the Nation, as we may conjecture, all their life long walkis: 
broad way, Which leads to deſtruftion ; and refuſe the narrow n 
avhich leadeth untolife, Mat.7.13,14. 1 John 5.19.Revel. 20.8. 

Yea, which makes their caſe much more miſerable and deplor 
ble.; and {as one would think) ſhould make their ſin unpardo 
able : So farare they from obeying Chris Precepts in the Goff 
memſelyes, that they Will hate, ſcoff at, and perſecnre others that do A 
that for their ſo doing, | 

Again, Weare all born into the world guilty of High-Treafon, againſt 1 
great King of” Heaven and earth, and withal condemned 19 ſuffer eternal tt 
ments in Hell fire, being onely reprieved for a time, to ſee if we nillſue 0 
our pardon in Chriſt, Rom. $.12. #021, And God by his ATmbaſ]adors 
the Miniftry, daily offers every of us a pardon, the remithonot 0 
fins by the blood of his Son, and the Kingdom of Heaven freely, up 
the condition of Faith and Kepentance \ which iS ſuch a ſpectacle 
unſpeakable. mercy, as might rayjſh our Souls with admiration 
God, ſays S. Bernard, ſo loved his Son, that he gave him all the wv 
for hs poſſeſtion, Pſal. 2,8, but he ſo loved the world, that he gave Sond 
all for iti Redemption. : 

But alas, moſt men will nor, yea very few amongſt us will be 
deemedby him, or accept of a pardon from him, 7 hey will chooſe 
tex to ſerve Satan, that bloody deyouring Dragon, and yoweden 
my of all mankind, 

Mack it, Ibcſeechyort! for I have to do with unreaſonable m 
a the ApoFftle Hliles all that have not faith, 2 Theſl 2.2. God hath g1VE 
hi: only Son, anc his Son his ern precious blood, to purchaſe us life a 
lalvation, and every day makes us gracious offers tnereof, b 
men will nut accept of ſala ation, 


)ea, they are fo remote from yielding cr ſubmitting, mo 
in 
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ad beaſts, or mad men, they runupon Godr judgements, a4 Balaam 
[ypon the ſwords point in the Angels hand ; and yer are fo far from be- 
vafraid, that they applaud thelr own wiſdom, for giving ſ.Ach li- 
ty totheir luſts, thinking that no men in the world, 'enioy the 
ke freedom ; when indeedtheir bondage is much worſe, than the 
wel and tyrannical bondage and ſlavery of Egypt. 


Here is Blockiſhneſs witha witneſs! onely the multitude of their 


npanions, in this their fooliſh frenzy, is the ſtrongeſt teſtimo» 
they have to prove themſlelvesin their right minds: And to 
noniſh them, 1s to no more purpoſe,than if one ſhould ſpeak to 
ef: [ones, or ſenſeleſs plants, ar wit/eſ1beafls;, tor they will ncver fear 
[thing, till they be in Fel fire. Wherefore God leaves them to 
confuted with fire avd brimſlone, ſince nothing elſe will dot. 
Now theſe things conlidered, what can any indifferent man 
nk? As thatthe road to Fel (a place ſo wotul and dolorous) 
uld be ſo ex-acdinglw thronged, and the way to Hcaven{a place 
bleſſed and glorious} ſhould bealmolt wholly negle&ed, Mar. 
1.24. 1 Zohn 5.19. Kev 20.8. That Chrift thould lay down his lite 
ranſom and redeem men from infinite, intolerable and inter- 
nable torments ; and to purchaſe for them ach pleaſures, as ne- 
rencred into the heart of man to conceive; and yet Satan (that bloody 
ouring Dragon, and vowedenemy of all mankinde)ithould have 
re Servants and Volunteers than Chrif?; and they do far more 
chim,than Chrif, Servants do for their Lord, Rev.3.4.& 13-16. 
"m.i 0.16, That Menſuppoſed rational, ſhould reſolve to deſtroy 
mſelves ; thar they foul love damnation, that they ſhould 
their own ſouls, as well as holineſs, and the holy God; and 
for (in and vanity,ſfucha wretched emptineſs: This is the great- 
folly and frenzy 1maginable ; this above all deſerves bitter la» 
ntation ! Yea, what Sea of blood is enough to bemoan this to0l- 
wicked and deſperate madneſs? And yet this is moſt mens 
(th of brain: And thus it fares with all willful and impenitent 
ters who as we may probably conjecture, are ninety nine 
ts of all the men in this Nation, if the word of God may be 
veht worthy to determine it; for which ſee Luke £2.32 Mat.7. 
I, 6 20. I, 6 22. 14. 1 /vn5.19. Kom. 9. 87. & 10.16, Keve!. 
16, & 20. 8. 1/a.5z.-1. The confideration whereof, would 
ze any one that 1s in his right wits: Yea, how 1s it pollible, 
tthe reaſonable ſoul of man (let him be profeſſedly barba- 
s) ſhould be capable of ſucha Monſter ? Yet hank the Scripeuresy 
lonſider the reaſons which follow,and you will noleſs wonder, 
Wir —_ be otherwiſe, The reaſens are many, I'll give you the 
Mcipat. 
bir, Man ſinned away his light, when he ſinned againſ# his light, We 
oft the prerogative of gur firit creation, by Adams eating the for- 
| | &2 | biddgn 
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bidden fruit, and were thereby deprived of all other fpiritual ar 
divine priviledges, and endowments, wherewith we were befo 
inveſted, Gen, 3. Rom.$.120t9 21. Indeed it was Satans brag to our f 
Parents, if you will eat the forbidden fruit, ve ſhall be as Gods, toknow ge 
end evil, Gen.;z. But therein he proved himſelf, the Father of Mr: 
Cheats and Lyars; for inſtead of Gods, they became Beaſts, yea D 
wiis, andinitead of knowing what wes gead, and what evil, they a 
we {who were in their loyns,and were to ſtand or fall withthe 
not onely loit our true knowledge of good and evil, but wea 
become ſo reprobate in our judgements, that we moſtly think 
39 be evil, and evi/ tn begvnd, as you have in part heard, and 51h 
in the enſuing pages further acquaint you. 

Wwe reac Geneſis the firſt, that God made ut after hitown Image, wil" 
perfection of all true wiſdom, holineſs and righteouſneſs, writinW#/ 
his Law 1n our hearts, and giving us ability to obey and fulfil ch: c 
ſame in evcry point; ſo that man was created very good,did fullyMWill 
clearly and perfedtly know the whole will and works of his MM 
ker, was able out of the integrity of his ſoul, and fitneſs of ai + 
tne powers, tully, willingly and chearfully to love, obſerve an" 
obey his Maker in every tittle and circumſtance he required ,anW! 
glove hi neighbour as himſelf. Inſomuch, that neither the mind di 00 
cc,nceive, nor the heart deſire, nor the body put in execution an{W# 
thing bucthart which was acceptable and well pleaſing to God? 
as thCe'e Scriptures do plainly (hew, Gen. 1. 26,27, 30+ Eccleſ. 7, 26 
Rom. 2, 18515. ? 
 Bufby giving credit to Satan,and by eating the forbidden fruir,the 
and we win them, not onely loſt our bleſſed communion wit 


our Maker, had the Image of Cod torthw ith aboliſhed and blotred out Mii? 
hut inthe place of wiftom, por r, holineſs. rruth, righteouſneſs, and th(l®: 
like ornaments wherewith we had been cloathed, there hath fy tr 


ceeded theſe and the ike: 1. This fin hach ſo corrupted our whoa! 
nature, thiar weare utterly indiſpoſed and made oppolite to a 
that is ſpiritually good, and wholly inclined unto all evi), ant 
that continually. 2. Tthach made us very Vaſlals to ſin and Sata 
2. It hach G&iſabled us ftrom:underſtanding the will, and obſerving 
the Commandments of the Lord, 4. Ic hath made our perſon! 
and actions unacceptable to God. 4. It hath caſt ns out of Gor 
{xw-9%4y, and made us liable, and ſubje& to all the plagues and m1 
ſeries of this life, and.to endleſs, eafleſs and remedileſs torment 
inthe 1fero come: For proof whereof, read Gen.6.56. Rem. 3.9 
39 20. Mats rv, Gal, 5,19, 20,21: /amer4.l. Tit. i Th. Roms 7- 4 
$1) 4%. | | ph. : 

] his wasthe frui* of their unſufſirable pride and ambition, 1! 
thac they could not content themicives with being Lords of th 
whole I niverſe, but they muſt be equal with God, and Cver/ Wy 
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ſketheir Mzker : Of their horrible unbe/ief, when they gave more 
nedit tO Sacaz than to God , of their unparalel'd and unexpreſh- 
fleingraticnde, 1n that they thought Paradice, and all that was 
herein too little, except they had alſo that one thing which God 
reſerved, and from which they were prohibired, namely, the for- 
hidden fruit; of their wilfu! murther of themſelves, and all their po- 

izy, whom they knew ſhould ſtand or fall with them; of their 
wſul ApoFacy from God to the Devil, and ſundry the like. Bad work, 

d mages. 

And as man loſt his light, when he ſinned agiinſt his light, /o 
bw blindneſs remains : Inſomuch), that unto this dzy, when Moſes #4 read, 
there is & Vail or curtain drawn over every natural mans heave, which u never 
rmoved or caken away, until he turns to the Lord by repentance : Neverthe- 
ks, when he ſhall turn ts the Lord, the wail ſhalbe taken away in Chriſty 
: Cor. 3-1415,16, And ſo much of the firſt Reaſon ; for | ſtudy 
|potble brevity, leſt the pages ſhould grow (like fiſh) inte a mule 
luude. 

Secondly, Another reaſon is, Theſe men are Unregenerate, 
nd ſo want the eye of Faith, which onely cati ſee and diſcern ſpi- 
itual obze&s; and alſo the Spivit,who is the giver of all true wiſ- 
bm : Faith moſtclearly ſees and beholds, thoſe things which 
e hid from the eye of Reaſon,John 12.46. Y uregeneraze men, who 
vant the eye of Faith, are like blind Sampſon without hs Guide. We 
nuſt have mindes lifred above nature, to ſee and love things 
bove nature ; heavenly wiſdom, to ſee and diſcern heavenly 
truths, or elſe that truth which is ſaving, will be to us amyFerie, 
Mark 4.11. if is ſeem not fooliſhneſi, 1 Cor. 2.7,8,14. Ts them that are 
hf, the Goſpel is hid, 2 Cor. 4 3>4- Whereas the Believer diſcerns 
W:hings,even the deep things of God, 1 Cor.2.10412,15,16, Reaſon diſ- 
ths natural objefts ; Faith, ſpirinal and ſupernatural, We may ſee far 
rith our bodilyeye, Senſe; farther with the mindes eye, Reaſon; but 
krther with the ſouls eye, Faith, than with both : And the #eliever, 
kth the addition and advantagenf Gods Spirit, and faith above all athey 
xn, John 8.12. So that as meer ſenſe, is uncapable of the rules 
f Reaſon ; ſoReaſon is no leſs uncapable of the things that are 
Ivine and Supernatural, 7er.19.14- 1 Cor. 2. 1415,16. Epheſ.5.8. 
ind a5 co ſpee',, is onely proper to men; ſo to know the ſecrets of the 
lingdom of Feaven, 1s onely proper 2» Believers. 

Now of Natural and ſpeculative knowledge, the wicked have as 
arge a ſhare as the godly; but of Spiritual, experimental and 

ving knowledge, which is ſupernatural, and deſcendeth from above, 
James 3.17, and heeperh a man ſrom every evil way, Prov. 2.13. The 

Icked have no part with the god!y, Whence all men in heir natural condi 
n,are ſaid to be blind and in darkneſt, Mat.q.16. 615.19. Ephef. 4.18 19. 
15.8, Whereas &uicvers arccalied Children of the light, and of the day, 
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8 Theſ.5. 5, 1Pert.2.9. Butthat you may ſce what a mighty and vaſt 
difference there 1s, between Natural men and the Regenerate 1N thetr know- 
ledge, hear what the Word ſpeaks of each ſeverally; forl will 
lay down their ſeveral GharaFers, in the very expreſſions of the 
Holy GhoFt. 

Fulſt, Natural men in Scriprure, are ſaid to have uncircumciſed hear, 
Jer,9,26.Rome2.29. Groſt hearts, Mat. 14.15. Brawny hearts, I(a.6,10, 
Fat hearts, Afts 28.27. Hearts without feeling, Epheſ.4.:8.19, Fooliſh 
hearesr, Rom.1.21. Blind and dark, hearts, Rom. 1.21. Beeſts hearts, Dan, 
4-16. Jer. $1. 17. Dead hearts, 1Sam, z5, 57, Ns hearts, Hoſea jy, 
Evil and wicked hearts, Gien.6.y. Y nclean hearts, Ezek. 14.3. impure 


hearts, James 4.8. h i A 
: : 9 to VELIEUE, LUKE £4.18, 
Hears {57 cannot repent, Rom 2.58. 
Feignel bearer, Jer. 3.10. Falſe hearts, Jer. 5.3. Deceitful bearte, TJer.17.9, 
divided hearts, Hoſea 10.2. Double hearts, i Chron. 12.3 8. Pſal. 12. 2. 
A heart and a heart, Jer. 31. Proud heartr, Deut. 17. Froward hearty, 
Prov. 11.20. Stubborn hearts, Hoſea 12.6. Obſtinete hearts, Jer. 2. Hari 
bearts, Exod.9.12, Stony hearts, E,xek.u.ig. Reprobate hearts, Rom.1.2$, 
2 Tim.3-8. and Sateni.athearss, As 5.2. 626-18. whereof nota 
few by the cuſtom of ſin, harden their ewn heares, Heb. 3.8. yea, make 
them as hard as 3» Adamant, Zach, 7.12. Le#t they ſhould hear the Law, 
end be converted by tne G ofpel, [Tſa.6.10. Whereupon God in judgement 
bardens them, Exod. 7. 3322. & 10. 20. & 14.8. So making them mare 
herd and brawny, 1a. 6, 10. tohn12.40. And ſo much of their 
hearts. Then 
Secondly, The ſame werd does further acquaint us, that Varu- 
ral and unvegenerate men, are Flark blind to ſpiritual things, eſpecially 
to what might make for the good of their ſouls : Whencs they 
areſaid by the Hoy GhoA, to be blind, and in darkmeſi, Pſal. 69.24, 
John 12. 40. Mat«4.165. & 15.14, Epheſ.4.18.19. & 5-8. 1 Pet. 2. 9. 
Whereby is meant; the darkneſs of their underftandings : To be 
Fooliſt, Iſa. 56.10, Rom. 1.21422. Tohn 3.19. Ignorant, ler, 4. 22, 
Revel.z.19. Drunken and aſleep, not knowing what they do, Luke 
24-34. Mad, Luke 15,17. 2 Pet. 2.16. No better than Beaſts in their 
knowledge of ſPiritual things, Ier.$1.57. Plal.a9.18. AS the Fore and 
Mule, which perceive nothing, Plal.32.9. Ads 28.26, Yea they are 
every where in the Word, likened tothe very worlt of Beaſirand 
Serpents ; aS nameiy, Lyonr, 2 Fim, 4.47. Dragons, Revel. 12, 7. 616, 
13. Wolves, Mat.7.1s. Tygero Bears, Wilde Borer, V nicorns, Leopards 
' Dogs, Phil. z.n.Srine, Foxes, Serpents, V ipers, Adders, Mſper, Cockatritty 
Phil. 3, Mat.23. 33. Dan-7.4,5. 6.8. Pſel. to. 13. Zeph 3. z- Cant, 
2.15- And many the like. Andas if all this were too little, many 
of them blind their own eyes with their wickedneſs, Pfal-2.1- to 6- and 
their prejudice, 1 Cox-2-8- yea,mipk with their eyes, that rhey ma no /* 
| Wy" : 4 . . ghC 
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the truth, Mat.1g.1S5. Afts 28.27. Whence Godin judgement give: them 
the Spirit of ſlumber, Eyes that they ſhould not ſee,and ears that they ſhould nos 
hear, Rom.11.3. YEa,ſhuts up their exer, Iſaiah 6.9, 10. 4nd blinds their. 
nindes, ] ©NNA 18.40,and delivers chem up to walk in their own counſels, Jer. 
9.14. nd to frrong deluſronz, that they ſhould believeliel, and to a repro- 
Wee minde, Rom.1.28. Iaiah 6.910. Mat.13.15, And laſtly, Godin 
juſtice delivers them up to Satan, the Prince of darkneſi, ſo to be further 
Hindedzthas the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chri#? ſhall not ſhine untorhem, 
Plalm 69-23. Epheſ.2.2.2 Cor.4.3,4. 2 Theſſig,1o. By all which 
you may fee, what a pitiful Chimera the Natural man #, eſpecially 
_ g his knowledge in ſpiritual things, and for the good of 
isſ0ul, 
But hear alſo, what the ſame Word ſpexke of the Regenerare: I will 
five you their Chara&er alſo, in the yery wordsof the Holy Ghoſt, 
I pray minde them. It is ſaid, that God circumcifeth the hearts of bis children, 
that believe in him ; and of flor,y hears makes them fleſhy and ſoft; Ezek. 
1.19. Rom.2.29. yea, he cakes away the ſtony hearts our of their bodies, 
me giveth chem new hearts, Ezek.2 6 26,even putting a new ſpirit inzo themy 
Fiekiel 11.1. £7 | 
Bed cs, he ſo farther ſoftens them, that they become like melting wax. 
PMaln 22.1 4. Then opens them to hear and roce:zvehia Wird, ACtsS 16: 14. 
1Sam.10.26. Yea; he waſbub chem from wickedneſs, Ier.q 14, Cleanſuth 
tem, Pſalm 73.13« Purifies them by faiths ACts 1.9, and ſbeds his love 
linad in their hearts by the Huly Gha#t, Rom, 54.5. And having thus 
Mtepared them, he wriee: bis Law in their hearts, Ier. 31.33. Heb.8.10. 
k10.16. and puts in them ſuch a filial ſear of his name, thas they ſheli never 
(arr from him, IEr. 342-40. | | 
Whence they are ſaid by the uly Ghoſt, to be pricked in their hearts, Act8 
137.10 ſet and apply their bearts ts underflandhi Precepts, Prov.2.2.Dan. 
16.11,12, and zo ſeek him with their while beartts Plalm x,2« Tohave per- 
iving hearts, Deut.29 4. Ts lay up bu wordin their hearts, Pſalm 119.1T. 
eazto have it written in them, Pſalm 37.31, and to keep his Commandments . 
pk thejr hearts, Proverbs 3.1. & 4-21, to have cantrice hearts, Plalm 
14.13, Kepenting hearts, Rom. 2.5. Faithſul and believing hearts, Rom. 
bg. Willing hearts, Exodl18.35.5, Meeks lowly and humble hearts, Mat, 
1.106. & $1.25. to have fledfaſt, Iſaiah 38. 3+ ſtable, Heb. 13. 9. 
ſe, Prov.18.15. and underſianding hearts, 1 Kings 3.12. to have fin- 
thearts, Eph el. 6.5. ſincere hearts, Gen.20.5, zrue carts, Heb. 10,22, 
teſt and good hearts, Luke 8.15, pure heart, 1Pet.1.22, Matth. F.-v, 
tan hearts, Pſalm $1,10.and perfe& beargs, x Kings 8.61. Pſalm 101.2, 
ah 38.3. And whatcan be further ſaid in praiſe of men! But _ 
ke another inſtance. 
Secondly, As the Regenerate and Unregenerate differ in their 
arts,ſono leſs in their fght and knowledge of ſpiritual things ; 
ence God 15 laid to open the eyes of Believer: Uaiah 42-7-A6>$ 2 0.148. 
Tp 
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x6 The W:;ſdomof the Fleſh, how ' 
To ſee the wonders of his Law, Plalm 119.18. yea, he,gives then the ſiris. 
of Wiſdom and Revelation, 0 zeach them all needful truths ? Epheſ. 1.1 7 
1 Cor.2.10. whence they are ſaid to have their eyer in their heads, and 
open, Eccle(.2.14. to have ſeeing end enlightned eyes, Epheſ. 1.18. and 
called children of the light, and of the day, 1 Theſſ.5.5. counted « ſaber 
wiſe, knowing and underſianding people, Deut. 4.6. and char increaſe b 
knowledge daily, Prov. 4-18.and many the like expreſſions mentigg. 
edinthe Word, which I purpoſely omit. : 

Which being ſo, were the ſame but eruly believed, rightly applied, 
and ſeriouſly cenfidered ( as O that men wouid but believe, the Wd 
of God to be Gods Word) who would not long for, and ftrive after 
ſuch a condition. Whar rare and incomparable Priviledges areM* 
theſe; that the Regenerate man enjoys, OVCr what the N atural man | 
does? Can there bea greater difference between beaſts and men, orb 

. vpeen the living and the dead, than there is between the one and the 
other ? No. Onely the Senſualiſl percezver it noty therefore he defires nos (0: 
zo become ſo wiſe, (o happy. And if ever they do, it mult be the gift 
of Godalonc: In the mean time, if it be ſo, thatſo long as we re- 
main in our Natural condition, we have eyes, and ſee notg earn, and hea 
mot 5 hearts, and underfland not ſpiritual things; as Chriſt himſelf plain 
ly affirms, Mat: r 3. 15. and his Lpsfle, Ats28. 27. and before 

em both, 'the Prophes 7ſ#iah, Chap. 6.9, 10. and that we arc onel 

bent to follors the ways of our own hearts, Iſaiah 57.17.. which are deceiſul 
above all thinss, Ter.17:9, And thattheſe men have ſo loſt the Pxeroi* 
gative of their Creation;thatthey are become Neaſis in condition, 1 

by nature they are blind, deaf,, drunk, mad, yea, fark dead in fin and 
in ſoul. How is it poſſible they ſhould know, bolieve and live, « 
Chriſt in bis Goſpel requires 3> which is ſo Divinc, Spiritual and Superna id! 
tural ; ſo holy, juft and good, Rom 7.12, 

Again, If men by Nature are become Beaſts and Serpents, asth 
Word, Gods Diftionary (who can give moſt congruous names to Nafip® 
tures}every where ftilesthem;how can any wiſe man wonder,thahpa 
theſe men ſhould refuſe apardon, when offered them ? That they ſhouldMti 
prefer Satans ſervice before Chriſt's ; chooſe Hell, and refuſe FHeavenzerc. et 
how ſhould itbe otherwiſe, when their judgements are becom 
fo reprobare, that touching ſpiritual things , they altogether o 
moſtly, judge by the rule of contraries ; e#tceming good evil, andev 
good ; put darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs ; bizter for ſweet, an 
ſweet for bitter: They juStifie the wicked, and condemn the juſt, as the Profit 5 
pher affirms, 1/aiab, Chap. 5. 20, 23. And ſo much of the ſecon d 
Reaſon. But to theſe we may adde, | 
© J« Every man us born ſlarh dead in ſins and treſpaſſes.T ou hath he quickne 
Fey: the Apoſtle to bis converted Epheſians, that were dead in fins and res 
paſſes, Ephel.2.1. By one man fin entred into the World, and death by ſing9''0! 
ad /o death fraſſed upon all men, in whom alt have ſinned, ROM. 5,132.50 2 0 


E Fooliſh; tectiifil, dangernin, £4 'T 
) wrerohed nan thas 4 am, who jbell deliver ms from the body of this deaths 
(om. 17. 14, 8 24. A1in Adam all dye, 1Cor. I5. 2h33, Briefly, 
yeare not onely dead in ſin, but ſo burifiedin the grave of lang cuFonty 
that we cannot ſo much as ſtir the lea joyne, no not ſo much as feet 
wown deadnefs, nor deſere life, but reſt Ft all means tendin thereunto - CX» 
pt God be pleaſed to raiſe and reſtore our ſouls Hom the death 
&ſin, and grave of long cuftom, to thie life of Grace, Now you 
lnow» that a dead-cond. tion, uw an inſenſible condi:ion : The dead are not 
qhied with fire and brimſione ; the dead hear ngt, though God be on Moune 
all, thnudring curſes upon curſes ; the de gd feel not, though ctharwbich is 
vier than Mountains of Lead be lying on their backs. Nor can it be ex- 
Red, thar dead perſons ſhould be able to chooſe the good, and refuſe the 
{: Theſe thatare dead, tell them of everlaſting burnizgs, zhey fear it 
w: Offer them everlaſting joys, they value them not, 
Again, This may ſerve to inform you, why theyare never 
qoubled for their fins, be they as wicked as Heliogabaltys we, wha 
enzed all new vice: he could, and deſiroyed the memory of all anciens tir 
i How many menlive, asif the Goſpe/ were quite contrary 
pthe rule of the Lew? As if God were neither to be feared nor 
ed for ; as if they were neither beholding to him, nor flood 
w of him, bocthour of his debt and danger; yea, asif there 
ereno God zo judge, nor Hell to puniſh, nor Heaven toreward: That 
even makea trade of fin, and live asif they had no ſouls to 
We: Such as have ſhaken out of their hearts the fear of God, the 
of the world, the love of Heaven, and the dycad of Hell; not once 
ing what is thought or ipoken of them here,nor what becomes 
' them hereafter : yet nevertheleſs, be their ſinsnever ſo many 
d innumerable for multitude ; never ſo great and haihous, for 
plty,and magnicude, not one of rheſe fins ever trouble them : 
ta, they can find wherewith to boaſt of; Asthat they are no dif- 
mblers, yea, they bate the hypocrific of Profeſſors, they do nor 
life themſelves, and deſpiſe others, J;ke the Puritans, they are 
tactious, ſingular, cenſorious, &c. they pay every man his 
n, and do no tan wrong, they lovean honelt man with there 
arts, &c. and as touching their Faith in Chrift,they never doubr- 
lin all their lives (a plain confeſſion, that they .ce trangers to 
th; for he who never doubted, never believed) nor were they ever 
bled in mind,as many ſcrupulous fools are(an evident proof, 
it Sazan the flrong man keeps poſſefiion, whereby all 1 quiet and in peace 5 
4 des (which arikes the nail upto the head)zþey are no Changlings, 
y are the ſame they WETre Ever ; a plain confeſsion that they are eg 
Devils childzen. 
But this isnotall; foradmit theſe blind Scenſualifts are ſo no- 
tiouſly vicious, that Sar: cannot cover their fins, or ung 


ad chem; raih.s than owa their own wicked cſs, they will - 
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13 The Wiſdom of the Fleſh, bow- _ 
plead the goodneſs of rheir hearts; deſires, meanings: "As whatſoever thier 
words and a&tions be, they thank God, they have as good hearts 
and mean as w-tasthe beſt : As commonly they think beFof them 
ſelves, that have leaft cauſe : Nor can the beſt Preacher alive, eyerbring 
them off of that curſed principle of nature, laid down Revel. ;. They Ph 
rich, and wiſe, and good enough, and want nothing 5 when indeed they ar 
wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and biind. and naked of all ſpiritual en 
doroments,Verle 17.1 Tim.6.4,o0nely they wanteyes to ſee the ſame 
Andno wonder; for Satan who j, the God of this Warld, and the Princ 
of Dxrkneſs, Epheſ.2 2. ſorwles in the darkneſs of their underſtandings, and 
ſo blinds the minds of his ſervants, that the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chri 
cannot ſhine unto them, Whence their deceit ful hearts ſerve them as Jae 
did Siſera, who promiſed him protection and ſafety, but paid hi 
wich ſhame and ruine, /ndges 4.18. to 22. It is very obſervable, hoy 
there are none more jocord, confident and ſecure, than the worſt of fin 
ners, they can ſtrut it under an unſ/upportible Maſs of Oathes, Blaſpe 
mies,Theſts, Murihers, Aulteries, Drunkennes, and other the like fins 
yea,can eaſily ſwallow theſe Spiders with Mithridazes, and digeſt them too 
when one that 1s regenerate, ſhrinks under the burthen of wandring 
thwuhes, and want of proficiency. But why 1S1t? they are dead in fin 
E phel.2.1. Revel.z.1. Nowlay a Mountain upon a dead man, be feelsno 
once the weight. 

To a Chriſtian that hath the life of grace. the leaf? fin lies heavy up 
on the conſcience; but to him that 1s dead, lethis fins be as hey 
as a Monntain of Lead, he feels in them no weight at all, The more 
grace,the more ſpiritual life ; and the more ſpiritual life, the mort 
antipathy to the contrary : whence none are ſo ſenſible of corruption 
as thoſe that have the moſt living ſouls. 

Bur had they eyes they would ee, that thoſe ſtreams of defile 
mnt that are 1n their lives, do but ſhew what a fountain of wick 
edneſs there is in their hearts: Even as alittle ware men lay or 
their ftales, does ſhew the great abundance they have in thei 
ſhops and Warehouſes. Poor ſoul: ! they brag of g"od hearts, when tl, 
beart of mam, by nature, #s like Hell it felf, whoſe fire of luſt is unquenchable 
For all thoſe monſtrous impiecies which the lives of men are tai 
td with, are not to he compared with the venome that lurks it 
the heart of every man by nature, Bur alas ! how few ſee in them 
ſelvesa general defect of all righteouſneſs and holinefs, whereir 
at firſt they were created ? How few are convinced of an antip: 
thy in themſelves to all that 1s gaod, and that the: are haters of Go 
by nature? That they are dead 1n treſpaſſes and fins, and that th 
Devil works in them his pleaſure, and thathe poſſeſſeth the hea 
of every unregenerate man, Epheſ. 2. 2, Fea, touching theſe 0 
any other ſaving re 1s no convincing them. 


Neuher is this that y ob have heard all, or the worſt ; for the 
: no 


Fooliſh, deceitful, dangerous, &c; 19 
jt onely think themſelves thus wiſe and good, but they think as 
tſely of thoſe that are better.” ASit's worth theghbſerving, how 
baſely theſe Senſualiſts think of the Religious, and their ways: 
O what a poor ſlave do they hold the man of atender Conſcience: 
They dare deny any fa&, and wager lyes with that Grandfather 
of lyes and Lyars; wedarenotrcell an untruth, though. it were 
plave our lives: They-dare drink themſelyes into beaſts; we 
dare not, leſt we ſhould never be recovered again unto men : 
They dare fin God in the face, and preſume upon his patience; we 
ſear him as a conſuming fire, exc. But you muſt know, that until 
jeare born again, we are like Nicodemus, who knew not what it 
was to be born again, *YFohn 3. 4. Until we become zealous our 
flves, weare like Fes, who thought zeal madneſs, A#s 26,24. 
Until we be humble our ſelves, we are like Michae/, who mocked 
David tor his humility, and thrnyht him a fool for dancing before the 
Ark, 2 Sam. 6.16, For, to carnal-minded men, all Keligion ſeems 
ſuljbreſs, 1 Cor, 1. 18, It faring between the Senſual and Spirimal, 
$1t does berween Touch and Age: Foras Young men think. Old men 
be f ol, but 01d men know the Young to be fools ; ſo Worldlings 
ink the Religi-us fools, but the Religiow know them to be fools, 
becauſe they have had the experience of both conditions ; as the 
«thave been young, but the other are utterly unacquainted with 
jhat they ſee and know. 

And letſo much of this Book ſuffice, to be given to all that 
pls along Strasford ( admit they be Mockers at the means that 
thersare ſaved byz even ſuch as will neither read good Books 
hemſelves, nor permit others; but in pure ſpight ro Religion 
nd goodneſs, tarecthem in pieces, ſo ſoon as ſtuck up, little con+ 
Idering whoſetsthem on work, and makes them guilzy of (ou!-mur- 
kr) onely take a few lines as a rarity, out of what is to follow of 
bis ſubject. 

Above all other things, ſtudy 1.79 know thy ſelf in Adam. 2.70 know 

din Ch1if7: for this is the perfection of all knowledge, and all 
ther knowledge without this, is but ignorance, 1obn 17.3. And for 
ſe attaining that, peruſe a precious Book, intituled, 4 Goſpel 
leſs for Engliſh Profeſſors. Alas! many who bare the names of good 
Iritiantand Wiſe men,deſervenotthe name of men; for when you 
kgin to value your ſouls,and to lay out your thoughts and endea- 
ors about Eternity, and how to be ſaved, you begin to be men, bur 

t before, ; . 

Now ſo many as prize theſe twelve leaves, will need no intrea- 

to finde our, oulgnnge in the enſuing diſcourſe. In the 


__ -- 


ean time, ſeriouſlgfminde (for moſt men do but trifle in their 


ering and reading) what I haye hereWtdgd of another ſubje&, 
ies conſiderable: : 
C3 | The 
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The Sin of almoſt who not : 


A Horrid Sin, and yet little laid to heart, ſeldons by any 
|  Repentedeoſ, | 


F Saran to gratiate and gain himſelf credit, could with one lye 
ſo leſion Gods Honor, Goodneſs and Fidelity to our Firſt Pa- 
rextr, asto make himan Impoſtor, and thereby fruſtrate and 
- make fruitleſs, all that he had done and preached to them im- 
mediately before, Gen.3.445. how eaſfie is it for his Inſtruments, 
wicked men, with one dander, to raiſe their low merit on the 
ruinesof anothers reputation, and to deprive him of his pood 
name, which a virtuous life for many years hath deſervedly 
ained him. A mans honeſt fame, being like the Merchants wealth, 
which 1s got in many years, and loft in an howr. 
© Norisaflander or calumny, other than the Devils mindin th 
monrh, bis heart in thy lips; For br ſpeaks in and by rhee, as then he 


did by the Serpent, when ever thou backbireſt or ſlandereft, 1ar, 


16. 24. /chn8$. 44. Or 25 Chryſoſtome hath it, alye or ſlander 1s but 
the Devils Arrew, ſh»t by mans Bone: He lendeth thee h# lyes anc 
malice, and borrowerh zhy zonexe to utter them ; becauſe the Le 
Vil WANTS a LONgUE. | 

The Acuuſer of the Brethren makes choice of wicked men to tra 
duce thoſe whom he cannot ſeduce as he defireth ; as we ma 
plain'y ſee in our Saviours example ; who notwithſtanding he 
fulfilied all righteouſneſs, and did all things well, for in hu mow 
was ſound no guile, nor fault in his manners, nor error in his Do 
rinenhich of you(ſaid he) can rebuke me of fin*yer the world traduce 
him for a Samaritan, a Blaſphemer, a SOrcerer, a Wine-bibber, A 
Enemy to Ceſar, and whatnot? ' | ; 
There wasnever any fo innocent or vertyour,tO whom ſuch Belial 
3/1: took nor exCepticns; becauſe theyare as deeply in loye with vice 
as otherr are with virme Yea, whom all wen commend, you have 
ſome Therfites will take occaſion to blaſt. As for their deſerts 
they will 5k p them over, as ſome nimble Commentators will Ski] 
over hard places; bur their failings, infirmities and mifcarri 
ages they ill ſer out with diſcants) no leſs zediow than walicien 


Ho 


and odioz6. * 
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The Sinof almo#? who not, &C. Zi 
Nor canſt thou more manifeft thy ſelf to be of Satan: higheſt 
, than by calumniating. Gregory Nazianzen uſed to tell his 
ends, that 7ulian the ApoFiate would prove a notorious wick- 
| man, he took ſuch delight in diſputing againſt the :good and 
odneſs | 
Tale-bearers know no better way of commending themſelves, 
un by diſparaging others: But ir proves the contrary, for he 
it reſembles the filly Flie, which findgeth her own wings, and 
ments her ſclf in the flaming light that ſhe labours to extin- 
iþ and put out : He bur diſcredits himſelf, to diſcredit others 
;7amar defiled herſelf, to be revenged on her Father in Law 


ah, 
But O the miſchief thou doſt ! for thy Mlander paſling through 
y mouthes (as one Dog ſets many Dogs ow barking) does multipl 

xd encreaſe like a ſnuw-ball, or like « Hone ca#t into « pond, Wwhic 

pkes but one circle, but that one begets an hundred; and in 
iſe che (11nder ſpreads it ſelf, the firſt Relator may have to an- 

er for the {ins of a thouſand : Neither are ſome more prone 
raile flanders, than others are to believe and ſpread them ; as 

tſee by our Saviours Example, Mazth.28. 12. to 16. 

\gain, As theſe fpirting Adders will ſmite their Fings. very deep; 

Wee wounds are Commonly incurable. A ſlander once raiſed, 

ill ſcarce ever dye ; witneſs has lye raiſed upon our Saviour, Mat, 

b.12. 2016. Itis like Wildefire, that: cannot be quenched ; for 

the leaſt, it leaves ſuch a ſcar of ſuſpicion upon the parties 
me and credit, that even death it ſelf, which cures all other 
ings, will not be able tocure. 

Again thirdly, Take away a mans good name, and all yertuous 
tions will ſeem but counterfeit hypocriſie and lender rea« 
ns, even conjectures and probabilities, ſtrike as great a ſtroke, 
id work as forcibly with the common people, as deep demon- 

ations. Wherefore no wonder that it 1s ſaid, Dev. 27. 24. 

rſed be he thas ſmiteth his neighbour ſecretly ; and Pſalm 101.5, Flim 

t privily ſlandereth his neighbour, will I deflroy. And yet how great is 
te number of thoſe that backbite and Nander their neighbours! 
Is the ſin of almoFt who nos. Tt was ſaid of Golden mouthed Chryſoftome, 
Pat he never ſpake ill of any man ; finde out ſuch another, and 
|put his name in the Chronicle with terters of Gold. O that ſo many 

er and fiſhes, as did feed five thouſand in the wilderneſs, would 

tſtop their mouthes, who amongft us do make it their fore and 
tr Grace at the Table,zo diſgrace ſome Innocent ; Perhaps their Maſters 
hom they live by, or their own faithful Miniſter, or ſome enj- 
n Chriftian,and then the fin js triple.; for he that deſpiſeth, tra- 
ceth, or any way wrongs one of Chriſts Ambaſſadors of the Mi- 
fry, or active Chriſtian, ſtrikesat the Image of Ged in him, 


by 


by whoſe Sphir ht both ſpeaks and acts; -avd God takes ir mit 
were done to himſelf : For proof of both, fee Meacrb. 25.45.48 
37. 2224+ Þfalm $4.32, As 9.1415. '12 Theſf.þ- $. lobor' $«2 4-24: 1 
Wunb.16.1t. 1 Sam 3.7. Markg.,42. 2. Kings 34 24. Wherefore lod 
to it in time, and conſider withal, that the Backbiter'is baundiJ 
Conſcience, Reaſon and Religion, ro reftore the good nameol: 
his neighbour, which he hatch by derration taker away and 
thatis exceeding hard, if not impoſſible : And yet how many 
thou injuredby cale-bearing, backbiting and flandering! Ar 
muſt not God work a miracle, ta perſwade thee to make reſtitution 
As firſt,to go ta the parties wronged,and there confeſs:the wrong 
andcrave their pardon: then to go from houſe to houſe tovinſ 
dicare andclear the party, where'ever thou haſt wickedly ſtained 
and aſverſed his good name, which even makes me cry out, Lon 
who ſhall be ſaved? Or, many arecalled, and but a few choſen. 
s. And yer the willing ear derradts as much, if not worſe, than ths 
Renderers wngue ; this being the Temper, the other the tempred, The 
Receiver we know is as bad as the Thief, for he makes jt as muck 
his own (in, -as if he had been the/tirſt Relator ; and were ther 
no Receivers in this caſe, there would be no: Thieves: Forgyg 
| theleaſt chetk or frown of a ftander by, will ſtſence the barkingſ 
rongue, Prov. 25723. O that men would fpitat this Aſp or Slef 
worm fo foon as tt but beginsto hiſs. O for an -xnredore tha wore 
eure this poyſen of Afper, ' it were worth'a million of mont 
p | Mo = "= 
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R. Tuprins. ; 


F'On ave deſired 16 read theſe 22 pagg: in your Families, to lend hem 4 
"pour Neighbours, and 30 ſend your Friends to ſuch thew ; as oy 
#hes you vill faften them to ſome wall. The which done, your Confciences | 
more than reguitegon : for which read A511, 44. James 5.20, D 
a2. 3. 
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